
 

 

Building the Basic Essay 

Introduction 
! Lead Sentence:  Grab the reader's attention with an interesting lead sentence.  It is 
usually "broad" in that it does not identify your thesis statement immediately.  Interesting 

lead sentences might include the following:  a short, interesting anecdote about the subject; a 
quotation from a famous person or a piece of fiction or nonfiction; a definition of a term that is 

related to the subject; a thought-provoking question about the subject; or a shocking, unusual statistic or 
fact about the subject. 

! Thesis Statement:  Formulate the thesis statement.  The thesis statement is the focus of the essay.  In 
a persuasive essay, it is the writer's opinion.  In a comparison/contrast essay, it states 
what is similar and/or what is different.  In a cause/effect essay, it states what caused 
something to happen.  In a problem/solution essay, it states what the problem is and that 

there is a solution for it.  In a how-to essay, it states that the process of doing 
something is interesting, complicated, etc.  In a reflective essay, it states that a 

personal experience has provided a new perspective on life, etc.  In a descriptive essay, 
it implies that something is worth describing to the reader. 

Body Paragraph 1 
! Topic sentence:  The topic sentence should start the paragraph by clearly supporting the thesis 

statement.  The topic sentence might be a reason why, an example showing, the proof of, or a fact 
that shows why the thesis statement is true. 

! Elaboration and extension:  The writer must now write a few sentences that elaborate 
on (tell about in a more detailed way) the topic sentence.  These sentences should 

extend the reader's understanding of the reason, example, proof, or fact discussed in the 
topic sentence.  Quotations from experts, anecdotes, statistics, and further explanations 

using language that elicits a visual response from the reader are all good ways to elaborate and 
extend in the body paragraph. 

! Concluding sentence:  The concluding sentence should contain a reminder of the information in the 
topic sentence. 

                    Body Paragraph 2 
! Topic sentence 
! Elaboration and extension 
! Concluding sentence 
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                        Body Paragraph 3 
! Topic sentence 
! Elaboration and extension 
! Concluding sentence 

 
Arrange the three body 

paragraphs in some kind of logical 
order.  It might make sense to 

leave the strongest argument for 
last.  Perhaps the paragraphs will 

fall in line chronologically or in 
order of location. 

Conclusion                                           
! The conclusion should contain a clear reminder of the information in the thesis 
statement.  A conclusion may start with a re-statement of the thesis statement and 

review the main points.  Another conclusion may offer the reader a summary 
analysis of the problem.  The conclusion of an opinion piece or a reflective piece 

offering personal commentary might re-emphasize the writer's opinion.  Some 
conclusions end with quotations from literary sources or famous people.  Some end with future predictions 

that tie the significance of the thesis topic today to how it will be viewed in the future.  All conclusions, 
though, should remind the reader of the thesis focus, making a connection with the opening of the essay. 
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