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Dear Parents/Guardians –


This report provides information about how well our school is doing – where it is succeeding and where there is room for improvement.  While it cannot tell everything about our performance, the report is a good starting point for discussions with our teachers, administrators, school board members and school council members.

About Our School

Upton Elementary is located in the southern part of Hardin County, Kentucky.  At the present time, it houses approximately 145 students from preschool to fifth grade.  The school has a half time principal and half time counselor currently serving as the administrator.  There are six full time classroom teachers, one full time special education teacher, and one teacher serving as the Title I teacher as well as teaching art and physical education.  Upton Elementary also has a part time music teacher, a half time media specialist and a part time speech therapist.  Support staff includes an office manager, library and office clerk, computer lab assistant, three primary instructional assistants, a custodian, and two cafeteria staff.

Upton Elementary has schoolwide Title I services.  We provide extended school services one day a week for students and have intersession classes available to our students throughout the school year.  The main school facility houses five regular classrooms, a library, a computer lab and a special education teaching area.  We also have a mobile unit, which presently serves as a fifth grade classroom and an art, music and physical education classroom.

We have up-to-date computers for our students and are currently working towards providing additional workstations.  Our school web site serves as a model site for schools across the state and our student technology group has presented a project for the last two years at the regional showcase in Bowling Green, Kentucky.

Upton Elementary has an active PTA group who has supported our school for many years.  They are dedicated to seeing that our students and staff not only have the necessary items for their classrooms, but also have purchased equipment that has more than enhanced our curriculum.  Our mission is to facilitate students in discovering, exploring, and pursuing the highest standards of excellence for themselves and the paths they choose in life.  We have been successful in working towards that goal but only with the support of staff, parents, and the community.



Total Enrollment (1998-99):
127

How Our Students Perform

Kentucky uses the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS) to hold schools accountable for student progress.  CATS has three parts:  The Kentucky Core Content Tests, the national Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS-5), and other information about the school’s performance, such as attendance and retention rates.  Together, these three elements make up a school’s CATS Performance Score for every two-year period.

Kentucky Core Content Tests

These tests measure the ability of each student to use knowledge in each subject.  The tests are graded on a scale of 0 to 140 points.  The state goal for all schools is 100 by 2014.  These scores are for tests given in April 1999.



4th Grade




5th Grade



Reading
Science
Writing

Math
Social Studies
Arts & Humanities
Practical Living/Vocational 

                Studies

Our School
 66
 50
 47

 46
 43
 20
 33

District
 73
 54
 51

 67
 54
 31
 47

State
 76
 55
 52

 64
 57
 31
 45

National Basic Skills Test

The national basic skills test that is used in Kentucky, the CTBS-5, measures the basic skills of our students while allowing us to compare our performance to the performance of students throughout the country.  These scores are reported in percentiles.  A percentile shows the percentage of students who fell below a particular score on the test.  For example, a percentile of 60 would show that the average student in our school scored equal to or better than 60 percent of all the students who took the test.  These scores are for tests given in April 1999.


Exiting Primary (P4 or Grade 3)

Reading
Exiting Primary (P4 or Grade 3)

Language Arts
Exiting Primary (P4 or Grade 3)

Math

Our School
 54 %tile
 61 %tile
 59 %tile

District
 48 %tile
 47 %tile
 50 %tile

State
 51 %tile
 50 %tile
 51 %tile

Nation
 50 %tile
 50 %tile
 50 %tile

Other Measures

Other measures of school performance are the degree to which our school succeeds in getting students to come to school, and the degree to which our school is preparing students to be successful in the next grade the next year. The retention rate reflects the percent of students who were not academically ready to go onto the next grade the next year and had to repeat the content of a grade for another year.  These data are collected from the school year 1997 – 1998.


Average Daily Attendance
Retention Rate (4th and 5th Grades only)

Our School
 96 %
 0 %

District
 96 %
 0 %

State
 95 %
 1 %

 Our CATS Performance

Starting in the year 2001, every school will have its own growth chart.  Here, you will be able to track our school’s academic improvement yearly. 
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Teacher Qualifications

                      % of classes taught by teachers                % of teachers with masters                                 Average years of 

                                with a major, minor or                           degree or greater                                                 experience

                               equivalent in the Subject 

Our School
 %
 %
 5

District
 %
 %
 11

State

 78 %
 13

Our Learning Environment

School Safety
YES
NO

Visitors are required to sign in
X



Procedures for drug detection are in place
X



Procedures for weapon detection are in place


X

Staff are trained in crisis prevention


X

Students get drug prevention instruction
X



Parents are involved in crisis prevention planning


X

All parents received district discipline code
X



Percentage of classrooms with telephones able to access outside lines
0

Violation
Number of reported incidents
Number of students suspended or expelled for this
Number of students transferred to alternative placement for this

Aggravated assault (with intent to cause injury)
 0
 0
 0

Drug Abuse Violations
 0
 0
 0

Weapons Violations
 0
 0
 0

Student Resources

Spending per student
Student/Teacher Ratio
Student/Computer Ratio
Percentage of classrooms with at least one student workstation with Internet access
Average hours per week a student uses a computer for learning

Our School
$ 
 15.7:1
8:1
100%
1

District
$ 5,842
 16.6:1
 8.8:1
100 %


State
$ 6,096
 16.7:1
 7:1
77 %


Parental Involvement


# of students whose parent/guardian had at least one teacher conference
# of parents/ guardians voting in school council elections
# of parents/ guardians serving on school council or its committees
# of volunteer hours
# of members in parent organizations

Our School
118
45
2
808
60

School staff directory distributed to all parents:
YES
X

NO


Extracurricular Activities

No extracurricular activities are provided.



Awards and Recognitions

Michael Riggs won $20 for his poem “Down by the River” in the Greenspace Poetry contest and Taylor Rosel received Honorable Mention.

Martha Williams earned 500 Accelerated Reader points setting a new record at Upton.  She received $100 in cash and a $50 savings bond.

Michael Riggs and Brittany Hornback received the first annual Pioneer Spirit Award. They received a $50 savings bond given by descendants

of the founders of Upton.  All 5th graders were trained and certified in CPR.  Upton Elementary held its second annual Technology Fair.

Upton also hosted its first Career Day.  Our web site was bookmarked and highlighted for visitors at the KETS Conference and is

a model site for schools across the state.  Upton STLP students participated in the Regional Student Technology Showcase at WKU.



What We Are Doing to Improve

Upton Elementary is developing a new reading curriculum.  We have also adopted district Exit Expectations as a curriculum guideline for each grade.  Teachers are focusing instruction on standards and expectations set by the state and district.  They are also focusing on improving assessment through the use of scoring guides and rubrics.   The Site-Based Council is developing policy to improve instruction, learning environment and curriculum.  Second and third graders have been targeted  for the “Growing Healthy” curriculum which includes a drug prevention unit.  We have purchased four new computers with KETS funds and also received a new computer for arts and humanities through the Hardin County Educational Foundation.  Upton Elementary developed a new discipline plan that incorporates a character education program as a proactive measure for discipline concerns.    



How To Get More Information

Call, e-mail, fax or write our principal at the number and address listed on the front page of the report card and ask for the “Expanded School Report.”  Call your School-Based Decision Making (SBDM) Council members:

Member’s Name
Phone

Member’s Name
Phone

 Liz Tabb       270-369-8600                             


Leslie Seymour 369-8600


Deborah Wyatt  369-8600


Margaret Waldeck 369-8600


Shelly Doty 369-8600


Kim Ash 270-369-8600




















[image: image2.png]Our School's customized growth
chart will be placed here in the
year 2001





�EMBED PBrush���





Upton Elementary                             


P.O. BOX 147


Upton Ky 42784








_1001755961

