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Telecommunications Devices

Possession and Use

While on school property or while attending school-sponsored or school-related activities, whether on or off school property, students shall be permitted to possess and use personal telecommunications devices as defined by law1 and other related electronic devices, provided they observe the following conditions:

1. Devices shall not be used in a manner that disrupts the educational process, including, but not limited to, posing a threat to academic integrity or violating confidentiality or privacy rights of another individual. Unless an emergency situation exists that involves imminent physical danger or an administrator authorizes the student to do otherwise, devices shall be turned off and operated only before the student enters the school building and after the last dismissal bell of the day. When students violate this policy, they shall be subject to disciplinary action, including the possibility of losing the privilege of bringing the device onto school property. In addition, the device, subject to the discretion of the Principal, shall be confiscated by a school employee and turned over to an administrator, and shall be returned to the student on the first offense, but on subsequent offenses, only to a parent/guardian. 

2. Students are solely responsible for keeping up with devices they bring to school. The District shall not be responsible for loss, theft, or destruction of devices brought onto school property.

3. Students shall comply with any additional rules developed by the local SBDM Council concerning appropriate use of other electronic devices.

4. When a student enters the school building, all phones are to be turned off until the end of the school day bell as determined by the “ending times” approved by the Board. Violation of this policy may result in the phone being confiscated and turned over to an administrator. Failure to turn over the phone shall be defined as “defiance of authority” and shall be considered a behavioral violation as listed in the District Code of Conduct.
Actions taken for failure to abide by the Telecommunications Policy are as follows:

1. First Offense: student shall be warned, phone confiscated and noted in the discipline section of 1C, and the student may obtain the phone at the end of the day.

2. Second Offense: student shall receive a second warning, phone confiscated, and the parent may obtain the phone after the parent has signed off on acceptable use.

3. Third Offense: student shall be placed in detention, AM or Saturday School, phone confiscated, and the parent may obtain the phone at the end of nine (9) weeks or trimester period.

4. Fourth Offense: student shall be placed in Saturday School, phone confiscated, the parent may obtain the phone at the end of the semester or trimester, and student shall be denied privileges of having a phone on campus.
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5. Fifth Offense: student shall be suspended for one (1) day, phone confiscated and the parent may obtain the phone at the end of the school year.

6. Continued violations may result in due process or pre-expulsion procedures for non-compliance of a District Policy.

Harassment (KRS 525.070)

Use of an electronic device to send harassing messages is considered cyber-bullying and is a violation of Kentucky State Law.

Notice of Policy

Notice of this policy and penalties for violating it shall be published annually in the District’s Code of Acceptable Behavior and Discipline.
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