

Welcome
Welcome to 5th grade!  We have a fantastic group of children in this class, so I am looking forward to a terrific year.   My goal is to provide a positive, structured learning environment where your child will develop a life-long love for learning.  

About Me
My name is Rachelle Grey.  I currently live on a farm in East View with my husband of eighteen years, Kevin, and our ten year old daughter, Makenzie.  I am a teacher who believes in implementing the most current, effective teaching practices; therefore, I am constantly reading professional literature and observing other teachers.  I realize what happens in this classroom will affect your child’s future, so I take my position very seriously.
Communication
I truly believe that parents are a child’s greatest teacher.  Of course, you know your child better than anyone else.  Therefore, I believe that it is in the best interest of your child that we work as a team to provide him/her the best learning experience.   My classroom is always open.  You are welcome to volunteer and/or observe anytime.  You may contact me during my planning time by calling the school at 737-7227.  My preferred mode of communication will be my school e-mail at rachelle.grey@hardin.kyschools.us .  If you need to reach me after school hours, you may call me at 735-2479.  Please feel free to contact me about any questions or concerns you may have.  I firmly believe it is better to clear-up any problems early.  Often a simple note or quick phone call can alleviate a lot of questions and confusion.  If something doesn’t seem “right,” please contact me for clarification early.

Homework

I am responsible for teaching language arts and social studies.  As far as homework, I will be asking your child to read his/her SR book at least 20 minutes every night.  Your child may also have social studies and/or language arts homework.  Of course, the reading time is something the child can complete on his/her own.  The social studies and language arts homework should not require excessive help from parents.  I know time is precious, and we are all busy; therefore, I will work with Ms. Brown to make sure the students do not have an excessive amount of homework.  Research shows that 
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Classroom Schedule         

To provide your child with the optimum learning time, we are still discussing our classroom schedule.  I will send the confirmed schedule as soon as possible.    

Monday Folders
A folder will be sent home every Monday unless I inform you otherwise; this folder will contain work that has been checked or graded from the week before, important notices, and a newsletter that reviews and previews our activities.  Also, a parent’s signature form will be included; this signature form ensures that parents see the important information in the folder.  Signed forms should be returned in the Monday Folder the next day.    

Assignment Planner

Please check your child’s planner daily to find any homework assignments.  
Classroom Website

Visit http://www.hardin.k12.ky.us/ltrail to find the link for our classroom.  Located on the left side is a link called “Teacher Web Pages.”  Click this link and then click my name, “Mrs. Rachelle Grey.” 
Discipline

Our classroom houses a small society.  Each student is a citizen who acts in accordance with expected standard of behavior.  With this in mind, rewards are not given for expected behavior-just as society does not give rewards for behaving properly.  Also, irresponsible behavior is seen as an opportunity for growth, rather than for punishment.  This approach encourages students to exercise self-discipline through reflection and self-evaluation.  Students learn to control their own behavior, rather than always relying on the teacher for control.  I want our classroom to be encouraging and conducive to learning at all times.  In this way, young people develop positive attitudes and behavior skills that are so necessary for successful lives.  I will be implementing the Raise the Responsibility System by Dr. Marvin Marshall.  Information about this system will be sent as I introduce it to the students.  You may also visit the following websites for more information: 

www.marvinmarshall.com
www.marvinmarshallpresents.com/aboutmarvinmarshall.htm
or you may also check-out the following book:

Discipline without Stress by Dr. Marvin Marshall.
