Course Syllabus

Course Title:  College Algebra MTH 111

Fall Semester 2009

Credit:  Central Hardin High School 1 Mathematics Credit


   Campbellsville University 3 credit hours

Instructor:  Kimberly Cardin

e-mail:  Kimberly.Cardin@hardin.kyschools.us
Planning:  2nd Block

Prerequisite:  C.P. Geometry and Algebra III

Text:  Algebra and Trigonometry (Sixth Edition) by Ron Larson and Robert Hostetler.  Houghton Mifflin Company.

Supplies:  Pencil, notebook paper, graph paper, binder for notes, and Graphing Calculator.  (A TI-83 or TI-84 is recommended.)  If you do not own your own calculator, one may be rented from CHHS for $15.00 for the semester.

Course Description:  This course is designed to bridge the gap between high school algebra to college level pre-calculus.  Topics included in this course are polynomials, rational expressions, solving linear, quadratic, absolute value equations, and equations involving radicals.  Also included are topics relating to inequalities, and functions and their graphs.  
Student Learning Outcomes: 

· The student will demonstrate the ability to think logically and critically.
· The student will be able to communicate mathematics in oral or written form.
· The student will demonstrate quantitative literacy by interpreting, planning, and solving real world problems.
· The student will demonstrate knowledge of the role of ethics in mathematical pursuits.
· The student will be able to recognize functions and their graphs.
· The student will demonstrate knowledge of the connections between algebra and geometry by studying analytic geometry.
· Students will demonstrate knowledge of algebraic manipulation.
Course Topics:

· Equations and Inequalities
· Functions and their Graphs
· Polynomial Functions
· Rational Functions 
· Absolute Value Functions
· Radical Equations
· Systems of Equations and Inequalities
Evaluation:

Grading for the College Algebra Course will be based on tests, quizzes, homework and a notebook grade.  The final grade will be based on the following scale:

Tests:

75%

Homework 
10%

Quizzes
15%

The following grading scale will be used:

90-100 A

80-89

B

70-79

C

60-69

D

Below 60
F

Note:  The CHHS final exam exemption policy for seniors and distinguished rewards will not apply to those students earning dual credit with Campbellsville University.  For those students, the final exam must be a part of their grade.  

Homework:

There will be homework assigned on a regular basis.  You can expect an assignment each night, with the exception of the night before and after a test.  All assignments will be graded the day after they are assigned, unless otherwise noted.  To earn credit for a homework problem each one should include the original problem re-copied from the textbook, unless unreasonably difficult to copy, and a step-by-step solution.  The answer to the problem should be circled, or boxed in.  If the solution requires graphing, you will be expected to use graph paper.  No credit will be given if work is not shown.

Quizzes:

Quizzes will sometimes be announced, while other times are unannounced.  The object of quizzes is to inform both you and me on your understanding of the material most recently being taught.  

Tests:

Chapter Tests will be taken after each chapter taught.  There will be approximately five chapter tests given each 12-weeks.  

Note:

College Algebra will be a fast moving mathematics class.  Many topics will be taught in the course, and we will move at a quick pace.  It is imperative that you stay up with the course work.  If at all possible, limit the number of times you are absent from the course, and make sure that you work with other students and the instructor in class so that you fully understand each topic being taught.  

