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ACT SCORES FOR LAST YEAR’S HCS JUNIORS & SENIORS HAVE ARRIVED TO THE DISTRICT
Elizabethtown, KY – Hardin County Schools is two weeks into the 2011-12 school year and the district is already receiving some good news.  
The American College Test (ACT) has released its data regarding seniors that took the test in the spring of 2011.  The numbers show improvement in each of the four content areas (English, Math, Reading and Science) and the composite score.  The HCS students outscored the state average in three of the content areas and the composite score.
Following is the data indicating the growth by Hardin County Schools:



“We are very glad to see this kind of growth,” Superintendent Nannette Johnston said.  “Forty three more students took the test and our composite score grew by nearly a full point.  We are headed in the right direction.  We still have some work to do, but I anticipate our positive results increasing our energy and momentum.”
ACT established the following as college readiness benchmark scores for designated college courses

· English Composition:  18 on ACT English Test

· Algebra:  22 on ACT Mathematics Test

· Social Science:  21 on ACT Reading Test

· Biology:  24 on ACT Science Test

Sixty-one percent of the HCS seniors that took the test achieved an 18 or higher on English Composition.  Fifty-five percent of the seniors that took the test statewide made an 18 or higher.  More HCS seniors achieved a 22 or higher on the mathematics test than their peers from across the state.  
Results from HCS Juniors that took the ACT in the 2010-11 school year

All high school juniors in Kentucky take the ACT each year.  Last school year’s numbers indicated that the district composite score was up almost a full point from the 2008-09 score (18.2 to 19.0).  There is continued growth from last school year’s junior class.

The composite score from last school year’s HCS junior class is 19.1.  The composite state score for last year’s juniors is 18.8.
The HCS composite score ranks 42nd among Kentucky’s 169 school districts, placing HCS in the state’s top 25%.
John Hardin High School saw significant growth in its junior composite score.  The school recorded a 19.1 in 2010 and 19.7 in 2011.  The 19.7 puts JHHS 49th among the state’s 230 high schools, placing it in the state’s top 21%.  John Hardin moved up in state rank 12 spots.
“The growth at John Hardin is a tribute to the hard work put forward by Mr. Alvin Garrison and his staff,” Johnston said.  “I’m proud of their success and I look forward to it continuing.”
Central Hardin juniors scored a composite of 19.6 and North Hardin juniors scored a composite of 17.9.  Central Hardin is ranked 53rd in state and North Hardin’s score placed the school in the state’s top 67%.
Hardin County Schools administered the test to 1,041 juniors.  Central Hardin tested 432, John Hardin tested 256 and North Hardin tested 329.
“The numbers from last year’s junior class indicate continued growth on the ACT,” added Johnston.  “Our work is paying off and we’re continuing to implement effective strategies that will keep our students on the path to success.  Our district has increased its score from 18.2 in 2009 to 19.1 in 2011.  That is a pretty remarkable feat.”
“I’m proud of our students and staff,” Superintendent Nannette Johnston said.  “Our students took the test seriously and made strides toward their goals.  We have proof that hard work is paying dividends.”
###
HCS ACT data from tests given in 2011


Number of HCS seniors taking the ACT:	994


English:  				19.4


Mathematics:  				19.3


Reading:  				19.9


Science:  				19.7


Composite:  				19.7








HCS ACT data from tests given in 2010


Number of HCS seniors taking the ACT:	951


English:  				18.2


Mathematics:  				18.8


Reading:  				19.0


Science:  				19.0


Composite:  				18.9








State-wide ACT data from tests given in 2011


Number of seniors taking the ACT state-wide:	46,428


English:  				19.2


Mathematics:  				19.1


Reading:  				20.0


Science:  				19.6


Composite:  				19.6








-more-








